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PICKING THE RIGHT
THEME



| USE TO BE A

JOURNALIST




THEN | BECAME A

WEB DEVELOPER
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A SIMILAR PROCESS FOR BOTH
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DAVID A. KENNEDY

WordPress.com Theme Team, WordPress Contributor


http://WordPress.com

WHAT'S A THEME?



THEMES

CONTROL DESIGN.



THEMES ARE BUILT WITH

PHP, HTML, CSS & JAVASCRIPT.



THEMES

POWER FUNCTIONALITY.
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WHY A THEME
MATTERS?




THEMES ALLOW YOU TO

EXPRESS YOURSELF.



THEMES CONNECT YOUR SITE

TO GOALS, VISUALLY.



THEMES

DRIVE ENGAGEMENT.



WHAT MAKES A GOOD
THEME?



‘It depends.”
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DESIGN
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SUPPORT




DOES THE THEME

HELP YOUR SITE SUCCEED?



CAN YOU USE THE

THEME SUCCESSFULLY?



WHO MADE THE THEME AND

ARE THEY RESPONSIVE?



TYPES OF THEMES



COMES WITH WORDPRESS

DEFAULT THEMES




DEFAULT THEMES: BENEFITS

BATTLE-TESTED



DEFAULT THEMES: BENEFITS

ALL THE NEW STUFF




DEFAULT THEMES: DRAWBACKS

ON LOTS OF SITES



DEFAULT THEMES: DRAWBACKS

LACK VARIETY




A GREAT STARTING POINT

FREE THEMES
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FREE THEMES: BENEFITS

FREE + MANY CHOICES



FREE THEMES: DRAWBACKS

LACK OF SUPPORT?



COST MONEY

PREMIUM THEMES
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PREMIUM THEMES: BENEFITS

YOU GET SUPPORT



PREMIUM THEMES: BENEFITS

FOCUSED ON A NICHE



PREMIUM THEMES: DRAWBACKS

COST MONEY



PREMIUM THEMES: DRAWBACKS

EMPTY PROMISES?



LOTS OF OPTIONS

ALL-IN-ONE THEMES




ALL-IN-ONE THEMES: BENEFITS

ALL YOU NEED, MAYBE




ALL-IN-ONE THEMES: BENEFITS

EXTENDS WORDPRESS



ALL-IN-ONE THEMES: DRAWBACKS

LOTS TO LEARN




ALL-IN-ONE THEMES: DRAWBACKS

NOT STANDARD WP




TINY TWEAKS

CHILD THEMES




CHILD THEMES: BENEFITS

BUILD OFF OTHERS




CHILD THEMES: BENEFITS

LEARN THEMING



CHILD THEMES: DRAWBACKS

SMALL TWEAKS ONLY



DO IT YOUR WAY

CUSTOM THEMES

%



CUSTOM THEMES: BENEFITS

MAKE IT YOUR OWN




CUSTOM THEMES: DRAWBACKS

YOU MAINTAIN IT



GREAT POWER

THEME FRAMEWORKS




THEME FRAMEWORKS: BENEFITS

EXTREMELY POWERFUL



THEME FRAMEWORKS: BENEFITS

STRONG COMMUNITY



THEME FRAMEWORKS: DRAWBACKS

FOR DEVELOPERS



THEME FRAMEWORKS: DRAWBACKS

STEEP LEARNING CURVE



THEME FRAMEWORKS: DRAWBACKS

NOT STANDARD WP




NOT REALLY THEMES

PAGE BUILDERS




PAGE BUILDERS: BENEFITS

DO SITE-Y STUFF



PAGE BUILDERS: BENEFITS

CHEAPER THAN PROS



PAGE BUILDERS: DRAWBACKS

PLUGIN CONFLICTS



PAGE BUILDERS: DRAWBACKS

CONTENT LOCK-IN



THE FUTURE

GUTENBERG + THEMES




GUTENBERG + THEMES

IN DEVELOPMENT




GUTENBERG + THEMES

GO SINGLE COLUMN



GUTENBERG + THEMES

USER HAS CONTROL



GETTING A THEME



DOWNLOAD FROM

WORDPRESS.ORG.


http://WordPress.org

DOWNLOAD OR PURCHASE FROM A

THEME MARKETPLACE.



PURCHASE FROM A

THEME SHOP.



WHAT'S BEST FOR
YOU?



‘It depends.”

-ME



TEST THEMES OUT ON A

TEST SITE.



FOCUS ON A SPECIFIC

THEME TYPE.



FOCUS ON YOUR

CONTENT.



THANKS!

Any questions?



PHOTO CREDITS

Calum MacAulay: https://unsplash.com/photos/CxYHfBKCOvs

Caspar Rubin: https://unsplash.com/photos/fPkvU7RDmCo

Fabrizio Verrecchia: https://unsplash.com/photos/cukibtQ5Hdk

Kris Atomic: https://unsplash.com/photos/VaGtCkWIFIQ

Mariya Georgieva: https://unsplash.com/photos/006FV3Ff Xl

Dami Adebayo: https://unsplash.com/photos/k6aQzmIibR1s

Camila Damasio: https://unsplash.com/photos/mWYhrOiAgmA

The Creative Exchange: https://unsplash.com/photos/mlpZ452L67s

Imani Clovis: https://unsplash.com/photos/ZhoSk8WA4It8

RKTKN: https://unsplash.com/photos/BZ79797eUijbl

NeONBRAND: https://unsplash.com/photos/c56y966z0Xc

Everton Vila: https://unsplash.com/photos/AsahNICOVhO

Pixel Bay: https://pixabay.com/en/army-blade-compact-cut-equipment-2186/

Luca Bravo: https://unsplash.com/photos/X]XWpbfSo02f0

Ari Sherbill: https://unsplash.com/photos/f8v_KMOdg4A

Michat Parzuchowski: https://unsplash.com/photos/geNNFgfvw48

Chuttersnap: https://unsplash.com/photos/sAjt7gecWrg
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